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fire from the sun to animate the model, and to give
Mm life and motion.

The meaning of which is no more than this: that
by his wisdom he instructed and formed the minds
of men in true notions and right knowledge of the
most sublime objects.

Prometheus first, as ancient authors say,

First made the model of a man in clay ;

Formed all the beauteous parts, and when he'd done

Stole vital heat from the prolific sun.

And here, by the way, the first atheists, the Epi-
cureans and others, who showed their mighty will-
ingness to deny a First Cause, a being prior, and
therefore superior, to all beings, would make man
to be the author of his own form and life ; and that
Prometheus, having thus formed the model, and, by
borrowing fire from the sun, given it life, the new-
formed creatures had ever since communicated that
life by generation. But this empty notion stands
confuted most effectually, by only joining the fol-
lowing four lines to those above :

But not an author tells us, to this day,

Who made Prometheus first, and who the clay;

Who gave the heat prolific to the sun,

And where the first productive power begun.

But to leave moralizing, which my merry readers
seem to have an aversion to, I go on with my
story.

The learned sir Walter Raleigh says, they are
greatly mistaken who think that the thing as well
as the word tf magic' is derived from Simon Magus.
He adds, that Simon's name was not Magus, a ma-
gician, but Goes, a person familiar with evil spirits,
and that he only usurped the title of ' Simon the
Magician' because the title of a magician was